
 

DATE: MARCH 2016 

NEWSLETTER #7 

Vision Statement: 
Our school provides learning opportunities enabling students and staff to achieve personal excellence and pursue their passions in an inclusive, supportive, and respectful environment. We educate students 
by teaching skills and modeling attitudes needed to become successful lifelong learners and responsible, caring school and global citizens. Our school honours dignity, purpose, and options for all. 
 
Notre école offre des opportunités d’apprentissage permettant aux élèves et aux enseignant(e)s de réaliser leur propre excellence et de poursuivre leurs passions dans un milieu inclusif, positif, et respec-
tueux. On instruit les élèves en enseignant les habilités et en modelant les attitudes nécessaires pour devenir des apprenant(e)s à vie ainsi que des citoyen(ne)s scolaires et globales/aux responsables et 

bienveillant(e)s. Notre école fait honneur à la dignité, aux buts et aux options pour tous et pour toutes.  

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE   

Hello to the NDSS and Learning Alternatives Community,  there is a lot 

happening at NDSS and Learning Alternatives as we prepare for the next 

two weeks that lead into Spring Break.   

Extra-Curricular events have been plentiful over the past few weeks.  Mr. 

Brewer and our NDSS Band have travelled to Moscow, Idaho to partici-

pate in the music festival.   Mme Bernier and Mr. Cizeron just returned 

from the Quebec Winter Carnival, and they had a wonderful time with 

the French Immersion students that signed up.   Also, we had just experi-

enced the first ever collaboration between a Nanaimo high school and 

the Port Theatre.  Thanks to Mrs. Parker for all of her work with the pro-

duction Shrek, the Musical.  Mrs. Parker had assistance from many people 

including:  Mr. Parker (Sets), Mr. Roszman (Vocal Coach), Mrs. Geneau 

and Mrs. Turner and Mrs. Thor (Costumes) who all helped to prepare our 

students for this success.  We hope to have a continued relationship with 

the Port Theatre, as the Port was equally impressed with the production.   

Congratulations to our Senior Boys Basketball team for finishing 2nd on 

the Island.  They will be travelling to Langley to participate in the Provin-

cials next Tuesday, March 8th.  Staying with athletics, good luck also to our 

Jr. and Sr. Boys & Girls lacrosse teams that are travelling to the Provincial 

Tournament this week.   

We are moving forward with our plans to welcome the incoming Wood-

lands staff and students to NDSS in the Fall of 2016, as well as preparing 

for the Learn @ Home School to move  to the Mt. Benson school site for 

September.  There is an Open House for our Woodlands community on 

the evening of April 14th.  This evening event will provide a showcase of 

all that NDSS has to offer, with performances, displays and a tour of the 

facility.  Preparation on the NDSS site to accommodate Woodlands has 

already begun, with the district painters moving forward with their pro-

gram to paint our classrooms that are in the most need of a paint job.  

Other discussions are happening at the district level with consolidation 

team meetings to plan this move as thoroughly as possible.  The Learn @ 

Home relocation is going through a similar consultation with a plan to 

rename the Learn @ Home School for September 2016.   

On the Skills and Trades front, NDSS is leading the way with Mr. Beeston 

and his team.  The Elementary Trades Trailer is in full swing now working 

with students from grades 4-7, students from our Introduction to Trades 

Program are working as “Bigs” (mentors). Our Introduction to Trades 

Program (10-12) is just finishing equipment storage sheds for our La-

crosse Program and have projects around the city building small decks 

and other quick projects that meet our educational goals. Our students 

will soon be taking their three day Fork Lift Certification. Thirteen grade 

11-12 students are currently at VIU in the Discovery Trades Program 

where they get to sample five trades areas as well as obtaining several 

certificates such as First Aide and Scaffolding. Skills Canada will be taking 

place this Friday at VIU and NDSS.   Nanaimo-Ladysmith Students will 

compete against each other as well as students from other districts for a 

Gold, Silver, or Bronze medal in applied skills and trades fields.  Gold med-

al winners move on to the Provincials in Abbotsford.  We are always look-

ing for Hidden Apprentices.  Students between the ages of 15-18 that are 

working in a trade, could not only earn credits for school but could also 

earn hours toward that trade and a $1000.00 scholarship. Students work-

ing in a non-trade area can also earn school credits. Contact Mr. Beeston 

at 250-740-2013 for more information. 

On the staffing update, we would like to welcome Mr. McIntyre as Tier 3 

Coordinator, Mrs. Springford in the role of librarian, Mr. Friend for dance 

and information technology, Mr. Williams in L@H, Mr. Lowry for Spanish, 

Mr. Bernaquez French Immersion Language 8 and Mr. Grigoletto for Phys-

ical Education.  NDSS would also like to acknowledge the retirement of 

Mr. Maitland a long time Physical Education teacher and coach at NDSS.  

Thanks for everything Mr. Maitland.   

Geoff Steel 

NANAIMO DISTRICT SECONDARY SCHOOL 

SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR THE 2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR 

 

Mar 7(Monday)  Interim Reports for Students 

Mar 8 (Tuesday)  Parent/Teacher Interim Conf. 2-3pm 

Mar 11 (Friday)  Last Day of classes - Spring Break (2 weeks) 

Mar 25 (Friday)  Good Friday 

Mar 28 (Monday)  Easter Monday 

Mar 29 (Tuesday)  Schools Re-open 

 

April 19 (Tuesday)  Term 1 Last Day 

April 20 (Wednesday) Term 2 Day One 

April 27 (Wednesday) Report cards issued 

April 28 (Thursday) Parent/Teacher Conferences 2-5pm 

May 13 (Friday)  Non-Instructional Day 

May 16 (Monday)* Curriculum Implementation 

    Students do not attend 

May 20 (Friday)  Interim Reports for Students 

May 23 (Monday)  Victoria Day 

 

June 21 (Tuesday) Last Day of classes 

June 22 (Wednesday) Start of Provincial Exams 

June 27 (Monday) Commencement Rehearsal Port Theatre 7pm 

June 28 (Tuesday) Commencement Port Theatre 4:30pm 

SYNREVOICE 

NDSS is now using a program called Synrevoice to phone and email the 
school community (parents and students) about student attendance, 
school events, emergencies and other important announcements. 
Please understand that these calls originate from the school (NDSS will 
show up on your caller ID) and they are not telemarketing or spam mes-
sages. If your contact information (phone number or email address) 
that you provided to the school in the fall has changed, please contact 
the school as soon as possible. As well, If you require changes to how 
you receive the messages, please inform the school as soon as possible.  

CALENDAR CONSULTATION  

The Ministry of Education recently mandated a curriculum redesign and 
provided two days of curriculum in-service during the 2015-16 school 
year.  The local school calendar was readjusted to include the following 
days: 

Friday, January 29, 2016  (completed) 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

In addition, the Ministry has provided one more curriculum in-service 

day each for the 2016-17 and 2017-18 school year. As a result, the re-

vised local school calendars for 2016-17 and 2017-18 will also need to 

be amended to reflect the Ministry’s adjustment in the number of in-

structional hours (5 hours less for each school year), and its adjustment 

to the minimum hours of instruction. 

On January 27, 2016, the Board approved that the current local school 

calendar be amended by adding non-instructional days for the purpose 

of curriculum in-service for the 2016-17 and 2017-18 school years.  

Until Thursday, March 10, 2016, you can provide feedback on the 

amendments to the local school calendars by emailing communica-

tions@sd68.bc.ca. 

mailto:communications@sd68.bc.ca
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STUDENT FEES 
 
Student activity fees are essential for all students to pay. The fees 
are used to support a variety of events and guest speakers at the 
school. Please pay fees as soon as possible if you have not already 
done so! 
Student Activity fees $15 
Yearbook (Annual): $50 
Grad Fee (includes activity fee & annual) $115 

Lock $5 
 
VIU 
 
March 1, 2016  We are pleased to share that Joanna Hesketh will be 
here from Vancouver Island University to speak to all of our Grade 
11 students at 10am in the large cafeteria.  She will be introducing 
the transition to post-secondary, admissions, scholarships, pro-
grams and the vast opportunities available at VIU. 

March 9, 2016 VIU Advisor Jamie Wood will be back to meet with all 
current Grade 12 students who have applied to VIU and he will walk 
through what are the next steps in the admission process.  Jamie 
will also continue to be available once a month for individual ap-
pointments and the sign up is on Ms. Smith’s door. 

March 14-18 & 21-24 VIU is offering “Spring Break Days” for Grade 
12’s to talk to current students about the VIU experience, tour the 
campus, sit in on a class, and residence tours.  If you are interested 
Register at: www.viu.ca/Springbreak and another helpful site is 
www.viu.ca/newstudents. 
 

ENERGY CUP 

NDSS is competing against Dover and Woodlands 
for the lowest energy consumption level this 
year. The winner of the Energy Cup will not only 
receive a trophy and bragging rights, but also a 
$4000 grant from BC Hydro to use towards ener-
gy efficiency at our school. The NDSS Energy Am-
bassadors have come up with a variety of cam-
paigns and events for this year, and we really 
appreciate your participation. 

JEUX FRANCOPHONES 

Attention all French Immersion and francophone students ages 14 - 
18! Do you like art, sports or leadership? Then don’t wait a single 
second! Register for B.C.’s Jeux Francophones to have fun in French 
and to make new friends from all across British Columbia!  They are 
happening May 20 - 23 in Powell River.  This year, there are seven 
activities in the program: 

– Sports 
– Dance 
– Music 
– Culinary arts 
– Improvisation 
– Photography 
– Leadership-TEDx  
 
Registration opens March 1st at http://cjfcb.com/evenements/les-
jeux-fancophones-de-la-colombie-britannique/http://cjfcb.com/
evenements/les-jeux-fancophones-de-la-colombie-

britannique/ and is first come, first served.  The $150 cost covers 
transportation, activities, accommodation and food.  For more in-
formation, please see or email Mme. Cunnian 
(lisa.cunnian@sd68.bc.ca). 

CTC NEWS – DISTRICT CAREER PROGRAMS 

See our website,www.ctc-careerpaths.ca, for more information 
about our programs and deadlines.    

Highlights:   
 
Dual Credit Enrichment applications will be available March 11.   

Trades and Applied Skills (formerly CTC and/or ACE it) interviews 
for 2016/17 seats begin in April.   

Work Experience and Secondary School Apprenticeship, apply now 
to earn credit this summer!  

 

 NDSS ON-LINE  

 

All parents and students are encouraged to follow NDSS  on 
Twitter at @NDSSIslanders, on Instagram @ndssislanders and on 
Facebook (Nanaimo District Secondary School) for the latest infor-
mation and updates.   

Our new school website has info to keep you up to date with school 
news, notices, events, holidays and breaks, the Friday block rotation 
and much more.   Check it out at http://myndss.ca  

   

 NANAIMO DRY GRAD 
 
Attention all Grade 12 Grads! Nanaimo Dry Grad ~ 24 June 2016 ~  
$55 per student. Volunteers are needed on the night of the event. 
Check our website for further details: www.nanaimodrygrad.ca 

 

INTRAMURAL HANDBALL LEAGUE 

Congratulations to the team “Behie and the Boys” on winning our 
intramural handball league!  Team members were: Alex Behie, Will 
Fridriksson, Ben Fridriksson, James Robinson, Isaac Bevis, Jayden 
Marsh, Cam McNeil and Erik Hanus.  Coach:  Ross Manson. 

 

 

 

 

FRENCH FAMILY CAMPS 

Applications are now being accepted for BC Family French 
Camps.  At this camp, children and teens from French Immersion or 
Programme Cadre bring their families along to camp. Families camp 
in their own tents or trailers. Together, we form a friendly neigh-
bourhood, surrounded by the sounds of children playing and singing 
in French. Parents enjoy a rewarding blend of lounging time and 
sharing in a variety of small volunteer duties while their children use 
their French in a wonderful outdoor setting with their energetic and 
funny French-speaking moniteurs. More information can be found 
at www.bcffc.com. 

CANADIAN BLOOD SERVICES: YOUNG BLOOD FOR LIFE PROGRAM 
 

In early April, a small group of Grade 11 and 12 students will partici-
pate in a workshop to learn more about the Canadian Blood Ser-
vices Program: Young Blood for Life. Young Blood for Life is a pro-
gram just for young Canadians that calls on student leaders in high 
schools to inspire their peers, teachers and families to give blood. 
Our Youth Development Champion program helps give these lead-
ers the tools and ideas to encourage blood donation. To Learn more 
about this life saving initiative, please visit the website below. The 
goal is to raise awareness of the need for this service and to provide 
an opportunity for Grade 12 students to participate. 
https://www.blood.ca/en/youngbloodforlife 

RIDE TO CONQUER CANCER 

The 7th  annual NDSS 8 Hour Spinning Challenge is a fundraiser for 
the BC Cancer Foundation. The event will take place on April 21st  
from 7:30 am to 3 pm in main foyer of the school.  The top fundrais-
er will be awarded a prize of $100. For all the other participants for 
each $10 raised they will have 1 chance to enter a draw for a prize 
of $50.  

If you have any questions please see Luc Begin in room 215 or email 
at lbegin@sd68.bc.ca.  

Drop by NDSS on April 21st and encourage all the riders taking part 
in this event. 
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